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Subject: Media Play - Turmoil in Venezuela 
Reft None 

1 On April 17 the La Pax centrist daily "La Ra«on" 
published a front page headline that read: * The coup 
against Hugo Chaves smells of the U.S.- The Cull story 
was published an an inside page under the headline: 
"The U.S. is under suspicion about the Chaves coup; now 
it protects its officials." The subhead added: "The 
Hew York Times reports that in the last few months the 
coalition, that oUBted tbe president of Venezuela for 
some hours, met with officials from tbe Bush 
administration. The State Department fears reprisals 
against Americans." 

2. Another "La Razon" article was entitled: "The OAS 
recognises the Chavez government." 

3 Left-leaning "La prensa" also carried a front-page 
headline: "The U.S. talked with the plotters, but 
denies having given them support." The information was 
published in full on an inside page, along with two 
other stories: "A military with bad luck wants asylum 
in Bolivia" and "The Mew York Times: Coups must not be 
applauded." 

4 . Conservative -El Diario" opened its edition with the 
headline: -Military opposed to Hugo Chavez ask Bolivia 
for asylum." The story inside, entitled "Government 
takes its time to define asylum for Venesuelans. » 
quotes Bolivia's Foreign Minister Gustavo Femandsz as 
saying that Bolivia would analyze the requests and 
consider whether there is an atmosphere of political 
persecution in Venezuela that could put the 
petitioners' security at risk. 
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